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Climate Action West Northamptonshire (CA-WN) 
Monthly Meeting 15 September 2022 

Meeting notes 
 
Apologies: Ali Grigson, Carol Blake, Christine Ware, Jonathan Harris 
 
Present: Alan Mawer, Alexina Cassidy, Alix Harrower-Dean, Axel Segebrecht, David Wragg, 
Harry Mellor, Jane Wood, Leonie Beale, Maria Lee, Mike Longman, Patsy Hollingum, Richard 
Hollingum, Rupert Frost, Rupert Knowles 
 
JW asked if there were any objections to recording the meeting; none raised. 
 
Update on events 
Recent in-person events attended: 
 
Boddington Energy Efficiency event on 3rd September.  Well attended, with some 
interesting presentations and good opportunities to talk to attendees.  There has been a 
follow up call with a group called Warm Helmdon about possibly taking part in the Building 
Resilience project. 
 
Grow Green Together Conference 
Event co-hosted by CA-WN.  Feedback from those who attended: 
- Generally seen as a good day, with high quality speakers.  A positive that Jonathan Nunn 

came to speak and stayed for panel Q&A.  Food very good. 
- Room for improvement: agenda was very broad, could focus on a single theme next time; 

would have been good to share a delegate list; £25 ticket price may have put some off, 
we could offer price with or without lunch for future events; registration needed to be 
better managed. 

 
“Climate Collective” 
- JW attended a meeting of local climate and environmental groups, organised by 

Transition Town Northampton (TTN) and Umbrella Fair.   
- Organisations represented included: TTN; Umbrella Fair; XR/Just Stop Oil; South Court 

Environmental; Groundwork Northants; Blackcurrent Housing Co-operative ; Save Our 
Street Trees; Lab Club. 

- A number of ideas were discussed, with general support for an event and other activities 
promoting growing food locally.   

- Groundwork are taking over a patch of land at the Racecourse for a ‘mini garden hub’, 
and also have use of two Victorian glasshouses and some beds at Delapre Abbey.  
Intention is to use these to grow food for sale and donation, and also to grow vegetables 
from seed, with the excess plants given away to help start other gardens.   

- Meeting notes will be issued. Date of next meeting tbc but a WhatsApp group is to be set 
up for ongoing communication. 
 

 
Events coming up 
 
Syresham Climate Fair Friday 23rd September.   
CA-WN will be exhibiting, other organisations attending are listed at the bottom of these 
notes.  AHD and RK offered to represent CA-WN for part of the day – the event is open from 
11am – 8.30pm.  Details of the event to be shared with the meeting notes.   
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Great Big Green Week from Monday 26 September to Sunday 2 October. 
A full timetable of speakers on the theme of the ‘essentials of life’ – Air, Water, Food and 
Housing.  Details of the timetable and booking links are on the CA-WN website Climate Action 
– West Northamptonshire | Climate Action – West Northamptonshire (ca-wn.org) 
 
RK advised that there is a Climate Forum run by Sustainable Harborough on Friday 30 

September.  DAW is CA-WN’s link to the Harborough group as he is a member of both, and 
it’s been suggested that we should try to work together more – yet to determine how as more 
meetings not ideal. There is a meeting of Sustainable Harborough next week and DAW will 
report back. 
AS would like to set up an events database for use by CA-WN and other local groups – JW to 
share details of all planned events.   
 
Building resilience  
CA-WN is inviting any group to collaborate on a drive to improve household energy efficiency 
within their community. What’s needed is a local ambassador with time to liaise between CA-
WN and their neighbourhood, to attend workshops and generally spread the word that 
constructive help is available for anyone considering a home improvement programme. 
JW to send out the flyer summarising the project with the meeting notes 
 
New Strapline and ‘Elevator Pitch’ 
The CA-WN Steering Group recently developed a new ‘strapline’ and short summary of what 
we do (replacing old CA-WN mission statement).  These were shared with the group and are 
now on our website. 
Strapline: Delivering resident-led solutions to the climate and biodiversity crisis. 
Summary statement: Climate Action–West Northamptonshire [CA–WN] is a volunteer-run 
residents’ group aiming to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve biodiversity, and build 
community resilience through lobbying, collaborating, communicating and engaging. 
 
Some discussion about whether ‘delivering solutions’ is accurate and/or too ambitious in 
view of the limited influence CA-WN can have as a local group.  Overall the view was that 
although CA-WN’s actions are minor and not delivering solutions to the climate crisis in 
isolation, many small actions and changes add up to something much more significant.  
Given the serious nature of the situation we need to be ambitious. 
 
Time to change it up? 
Many people are perceiving the recent death of Queen Elizabeth II as the end of an era. JW 
asked whether CA-WN should do anything new or different to build on the mood of change. 
In the future 2022 might be seen as a turning point when people in the UK finally saw how 
the climate crisis will affect them – this year we have had record summer temperatures as 
well as prolonged drought and food security issues. 
Points made during the discussion included: 

- UK experience is connected to international events such as Pakistan floods and 
c20m in Somalia and Ethiopia facing severe food shortages due to drought. 

- 2022 crop failures in the northern hemisphere will have continuing effects, although 
in the UK the more immediate issue has been lack of labour. 

- The briefing offered to MPs by Sir Patrick Valance and others highlighted that UK is 
likely to see drier summers and wetter winters as the future pattern 

- A group of lawyers have written an open letter stating ‘a stable climate is the 
foundation for a stable civilisation and the rule of law. Breaching the 1.5˚C Paris 
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temperature goal thus threatens disorder and the end of the rule of law.’  Lawyers 
should have to warn clients about environmental damage, say campaigners | News | Law 
Gazette.   

- Just Stop Oil are planning direct action in October. Protests are now more risky for 
individuals and some doubts were expressed about how effective they are. 

- We can help to ensure our own food security by growing our own food and supporting 
each other.   

 
AOB 

- AS - Book tip with practical ideas how small groups can make a big impact: 
https://www.bemorepirate.com  

 
Date of next Meeting 
20 October 2022 – please note this is the AGM as well as the monthly meeting. 
 
List of Syresham stalls 
 
Sustainability West Northants Local Secondary School Climate Change Committee 
West Northants Recycling South Northants Volunteer Bureau 
NACRE Anglian Water 
Ability Northants - bus service Electric Cars 
Timms Organic Farm Green Machine 
Swallowdale Greetings Card Recycling 
Northamptonshire Beekeepers Charity Shops - Second Hand September 
RSPB South Northants Active Travel 
Greenpeace Wildlife Trust 
Swallows Nursery  

 


