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Climate Action West Northamptonshire (CA-WN) 
Monthly Meeting 17 November 2022 

Meeting notes 
 
Apologies: Andrew King, Leonie Beale, Peter Nalder, Rupert Frost. 
 
Present: Alexina Cassidy, Briony Askew, Clare Robertson-Marriott, Clare Slater, David Wragg, 
Eugenia Wilson, Harry Mellor, Jane Wood, Louisa Fowler, Orianne Neyroud, Patsy Hollingum, 
Pavel Alexandrov, Richard Hollingum, Rupert Knowles 
 
Newsletter 
Issue 4 of The CA-WN Exchange newsletter was published in November.  Issue 5 in 
December will be shorter and include seasonal content such ideas for reducing waste at 
Christmas.  
Feedback on the newsletter to date was generally very positive.  Comments from attendees: 

- Could do more for social media to focus on specific articles.  Make better use of 
pictures to raise profile through Instagram, and include link to newsletter.  

- CA-WN supporters are an audience likely to be happy to read longer articles, but we 
could do more to make the newsletter appeal to others e.g. make shorter items such 
as the ‘3 small things’ item more prominent, provide a summary of contents. 

The editorial team are keen to collect non time critical articles for future publication.  Items 
should ideally be around 500 words long – contributions welcome (to exchange@ca-wn.org). 
 
Building Resilience update 

- Two online workshops with interested local representatives from Helmdon and Byfield 
have been held.  It was clear it will help them to promote the project if they have an 
example to show the output. 

- Practical data gathering to build case studies has started.  Data loggers which record 
temperature and relative humidity can be placed in each room of a house for several 
days.  Data downloaded from these, together with property plans and details from 
completed householder questionnaire will provide a basis for assessing the home 
energy efficiency and opportunities for improvement. 

- We want to do a case study for as many different property types as possible.  Current 
volunteers have: thatched stone cottage, Victorian cottage, Edwardian end of terrace, 
1970’s detached, 2010’s detached.  If anyone has a different type of home and is 
willing to give up a small amount of time, please get in touch. 

There was a discussion of issues with carrying out efficiency improvements, including lack of 
reliable qualified contractors, and current very restrictive planning regulations on listed and 
conservation area buildings. 
 
Thinking about 2023 
The January meeting will focus on plans for the year ahead, suggestions were invited. 

- There will be another conference co-hosted with NACRE, plus a possible climate 
forum as mentioned at previous meeting (need t have a clear understanding of the 
objectives for this) 

- Is there room for small face to face meetings based on locality and/or special interests 
in addition to the monthly online meetings?  Actions at the local level can be very 
effective.  Briony recommended a recent episode of Costing the Earth which is about 
parenting but highlights how small groups have helped to implement eco solutions. 
Costing the Earth - How can I be a more sustainable parent? - BBC Sounds 

- https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001f4vc 
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- Save Our Street Trees do very good work with tree-planting in Northampton, can we help 
roll out their model to other areas? 

- Community mapping at parishes or council ward level to identify facilities for 
communities eg transport links, community centres, climate resilience.  This will highlight 
gaps that need to be addressed.  

- Use of public transport needs to increase to cut numbers of cars, but buses are 
perceived by teenagers and others as dangerous and dirty. 

 
AOB 
Upcoming events: 

- Greener Byfield Sustainability event 14/01/23.  Featuring speakers on solar panels/ 
insulation and rewilding.  CA-WN will have a stand and possibly a speaker. 
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