
Climate Action West Northamptonshire (CA-WN) 
Monthly Meeting 21 July 2022 

Meeting notes 
 
Apologies: Alice Whitehead, Christine Ware, Clare Robertson-Marriott, Clare Slater, 
Jonathan Harris, Leonie Beale, Patsy Hollingum 
 
Present: Alan Mawer, Alexina Cassidy, Carol Blake, David Garlick, David Wragg, Harry Mellor, 
Jane Wood, Ken Bland, Mike Longman, Naree Lee, Rupert Knowles, Richard Hollingum 
 
NOTE: Links mentioned below or shared at the meeting are listed at the end of the notes 
 
Public attitudes towards the Climate Crisis 
The meeting commenced with a short poll, asking: 

1. Has the extreme hot weather earlier this week altered how climate change is viewed 
in the UK? 

2. If yes, will the change in perceptions result in behavioural changes? 
Attendees felt the answer to both questions was yes. This was followed by a discussion about 
whether CA-WN should do anything new or different in response. Suggestions included: 

• Instead of the phrase ‘climate change’ use more urgent language such as ‘climate 
and ecological emergency’, ‘climate crisis’ or ‘climate catastrophe’.  

• Try to communicate the complexities of climate vs weather - that we will see different 
weather patterns e.g. flooding or prolonged cold spells as well as heatwaves. 

• Talk to people we know to gauge changes in attitude and communicate the risks we 
face 

• Remind people 40c+ temperatures in the UK are occurring earlier than predicted. 
• Present the positives, including previous examples where taking action on the basis 

of scientific evidence led to environmental problems being addressed e.g. the Clean 
Air Act, and banning CFCs to stop damage to the ozone layer. 

 
WNC Update 
• The most recent full council meeting did not have any agenda items directly relevant to 

the climate emergency or other environmental issues.  
• Martin Wilson, WNC’s Sustainability Manager, attended CA-WN Steering Group in July to 

give an update, which was much appreciated. A summary was included in Issue 2 of The 
CA-WN Exchange – the only point to add is that funding for actions required to hit Net 
Zero target is not confirmed, some will be from existing budgets, but there is not a pot of 
money specifically allocated.  

• The WNC Cabinet meeting on 12 July approved creation of a Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy (LNRS) - a new statutory requirement. The decision was for WNC to be the 
responsible authority for a LNRS, further detail is needed on how this will be delivered.  

• There is a note in the Cabinet minutes that concerns were raised about the use of 
herbicides, which is welcome. PN suggested finding out how much the council spends 
annually on herbicide treatments. 

• It was suggested that specific issues could be raised with the WNC CEO Anna Earnshaw 
anna.earnshaw@westnorthants.gov.uk  

 
Know your councillor 
• Project proposed at the last meeting for CA-WN supporters to make contact with district 

councillors. AC has spoken to 2 councillors so far, they have been generous with their 



time and this has been a good marketing/awareness raising exercise for CA-WN. A crib 
sheet has been developed with some basic questions and useful data/stats to use before 
and during any conversations. There is also a spreadsheet listing all councillors by ward 
and party to which comments are being added to record meetings and other interactions. 
AC will share these with all those in attendance at the meeting – if anyone else is 
interested in taking part, please contact alexina@presidioconsulting.co.uk.  

• AM has had correspondence with his ward councillor about air quality and a meeting with 
the lead councillor on this, Colin Morgan, was suggested. More recent engagement with 
the council has been about the Daventry to Banbury 200 bus service which is under 
immediate threat. DG commented that there is a transport thematic group within the 
VCSE (Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise) Assembly and it might be worth 
contacting them. 

 
Fuel poverty group  
HM gave an update on the Building Resilience project.  
• Background: WN contains 143k homes; Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) lodged 

for these indicate that c60% are band D or lower, i.e. below desirable standard.  
• The group’s plan for the next heating season is to learn about energy efficiency, 

performance and heating costs of their own homes, in order to understand the 
assessment process and improve understanding of how a building works.  

• Much public conversation about retrofit is focussed on heat pumps and insulation 
without appreciating that all homes are individual. Our homes are not mass produced 
and cost-effective retrofit projects need to be tailor made. Even where a new estate uses 
identical building components all the homes are built by hand.  

• The group have prepared a leaflet listing where information and advice can be found – a 
‘top down’ approach. We also want to do ‘bottom up’ by asking people to look at their 
own homes.  

• Around the country a number of other groups are undertaking neighbourhood level action 
in various ways which we are researching to learn from. RK, JW and HM attended a day of 
workshops on retrofit in Birmingham last week which provided a lot of useful information 
and contacts.  

• The NPH (Northampton Partnership Homes) whole house retrofit pilot (featured in CA-
WN Exchange) is costing c£50k per dwelling and this is not affordable for most. We need 
to refine EPC data to gain a better understanding of the problem faced. The group will 
then publicise the project and seek out parishes or communities with enthusiastic 
individuals willing to take part in a wider home assessment exercise and raise the level of 
knowledge in their neighbourhood.  

• HM is booked on an EPC assessor course. There is a list of information required to 
complete an EPC-style assessment, which HM will share with those taking part in the CA-
WN initial pilot exercise (and anyone else interested on request) 

• It was noted that there are other solutions to improve performance of homes in both cold 
and hot weather (e.g. painting roofs white). 

• KB referenced a recent briefing from the UK Climate Change Committee setting out the 
risks posed by overheating, and actions required to mitigate them – JW to share the link 

 
Grow Green Together conference 
• Conference being co-hosted by CA-WN with Northants ACRE and the University of 

Northampton on 12/09. Speakers will include representatives from West and North 
Northants councils, taking part in a Q & A panel. Tickets £25 including refreshments 

• There is also a series of separate free workshops leading up to the conference 



• Links for details and booking below 
 
Climate Cafes 
• Continuing to hold these roughly once a month. Latest was 20/07 – attendances have 

been around 5-7 per event, and we are seeing new faces which is good. 
 
Newsletter 
• Issue 2 of The CA-WN Exchange has been sent out, including to all WNC councillors.  
• Issue 3 planned for early October, with a lot of good content already lined up 
• Both feedback and contributions are very welcome – please send to exchange@ca-

wn.org.  
 
Great Big Green Week 
• This year GBGW is 24/09 - 02/10. 
• We are planning a series of events themed around the essentials of life. All online 

sessions will be recorded. Two events are already booked in: 
o An expert speaker on water (Elizabeth Sharpe) at 11:00 am on 27/09 (online) 
o How Northamptonshire weather has changed: changes in our weather over the 

last 150 years as recorded by members of the Northamptonshire Natural History 
Society. 2:30 pm on 02/10, in person at the Humfrey Rooms in Northampton 

 
AOB  
• JW asked whether starting a ‘lending library’ of books relevant to the climate crisis and 

environmental issues would be of any interest. Consensus was that it might be useful to 
create a list of books which members would be willing to lend out. South Court 
Environmental has a small library of books at their Abington Court site which are 
available to members but not very much used. 

• It was mentioned that universities in the US offer free distance learning modules. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
Thursday 18 August 7:45 pm 
 
 
Links 
CA-WN Exchange - http://ca-wn.org/newsletters/CA-WN_Exchange_2.pdf 
 
WNC July Cabinet meeting: LNRS proposal pages 205 onwards of the Agenda Reports 
pack; Meeting minute re LNRS and herbicide on pages 7-8 of the draft minutes.  
https://westnorthants.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=688&Ver=4 
 
VCSE assembly - https://vcse-assembly.co.uk/  
 
MK Energy Park - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy_World; 
http://clutch.open.ac.uk/schools/haslett01/energy.html  
 
UK CCC briefing - https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/risks-to-health-wellbeing-and-
productivity-from-overheating-in-buildings/  
 
Grow Green conference booking links: 



How to green your community building 04/08 11:00 am (online) 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/x/grow-green-together-how-to-green-your-community-building-
tickets-384516207327  
Butterfly Conservation 08/08 5:30 pm (online) 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-butterfly-conservation-tickets-
384600268757?aff=ebdsoporgprofile  
Tour of UON Waterside Campus 12/08 1:30 pm (in person) 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-uon-centre-tour-tickets-
384617540417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile  
Grow Green Together Conference 12/09 10:00 am – 4:00 pm (in person) 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-conference-tickets-
361995928567?aff=ebdsoporgprofile  


