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Climate Action West Northamptonshire (CA-WN) 
Monthly Meeting 18 August 2022 

Meeting notes 
 
Apologies: Alexina Cassidy, Carol Blake, Clare Slater, David Reed, David Wragg, Leonie 
Beale, Louisa Fowler, Patsy Hollingum, Richard Hollingum 
 
Present: Clare Robertson-Marriott, David Garlick, Harry Mellor, Jane Wood, Mike Longman, 
Naree Lee, Peter Nalder, Rupert Knowles 
 
Approaches to climate activism 
RK attended a Just Stop Oil (JSO) meeting in Long Buckby on Monday, and following on from 
this asked about the differing tactics of other organisations seeking to drive climate action. 
JSO were trying to persuade people towards civil disobedience.  Speakers likened ‘big oil’ 
today to ‘big tobacco’ in the last century in terms of the delaying tactics being employed to 
protect their business, and also spoke about movements including the suffragettes and 
American civil rights and how they achieved change.  
JSO are asking that the government stop giving out new licences for drilling gas and oil.  RK 
view was that this is not balanced and they should also be talking about investment in 
renewables. 
 
What should CA-WN’s approach be? What message are we giving our members?   
HM - our focus is on practical actions in the right direction rather than anything that might 
be viewed as obstruction to daily life. 
DG commented that people are so terrified of the future if nothing is done to stop the 
climate crisis they feel they have no option but civil disobedience and disruption. 
PN noted that JSO and others are extremists in one direction, and asked whether the UK 
government can also be considered extreme in their lack of action and unwavering support 
of capitalist principles.   
 
CA-WN Exchange 
JW asked for feedback on a proposal to issue a more frequent, shorter edition of CA-WN 
Exchange, using an email newsletter platform such as Substack.  This would not have long-
form original writing as in the full newsletter but would concentrate more on short pieces and 
sharing key items of news.  
View was that as there are many climate/eco newsletters already around, a CA-WN version 
needs to have a local flavour, perhaps featuring reports from ‘local correspondents’. 
 
Building resilience project  
HM gave an overview of this proposal, which is intended to allow local communities to triage 
their own homes using an assessment in a standardised format, to allow comparison across 
the region (Energy Performance Certificate - EPC- like approach).   
 
The immediate task is to create an energy assessment pro forma that is applicable to homes 
in this area and as attractive as possible for people to use.  A challenge is the quality of data 
required, for example it must include the property floor area., the age of construction and the 
actual annual energy consumption. People will certainly need help in completing the form 
and the plan is to recruit volunteers who will be trained and supported by CA-WN.  We need 
to put our own homes and ourselves through the process so that we can learn from practical 
experience, both in terms of completing the process and what the potential benefits are.  
These could be improving understanding of the home and how works, as well as identifying 
our own possible energy efficiency ‘quick wins’.  
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HM is following a City & Guilds Domestic Energy Assessor course. 
In mid-October, when qualified to issue EPCs, CA-WN will have 
direct access to its own energy assessor.  
 
HM showed a draft banner for use at events to promote the 
scheme and this was generally approved (right). 
 
 
 
 
 
Timetable of public events in September: 
 
 03/09 Boddington Energy Efficiency event 
 12/09 Grow Green Conference 
 23/09 Syresham Climate Change Fair 
 29/09 Great Big Green Week presentation (online) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Big Green Week  
Timetable: 
Mon 26/09 Air – HM presenting 
Tues 27/09  Water.  Two sessions: Elizabeth Sharpe (hydrologist); Anglian Water on climate 

change planning  
Wed 28/09 Food. Using some material from RK’s recent presentation, plus possible 

collaboration with Wellingborough Climate Action Project, who recently 
presented a workshop on sustainable food. 

Thur 29/09 Housing.  Overview of the Building Resilience programme plus speakers with 
practical experience of building retrofit. 

Fri 30/09 ‘People Power’. Overview of UK democratic systems and how we can use 
these to achieve action on climate. 

Sat 01/10 Climate Cafes (online) 
Sun 02/10 How Northamptonshire weather has changed.  In person event hosted by 

Northamptonshire Natural History Society. 
 
PN raised lack of any content on wildlife and biodiversity.  This is linked to water and to food, 
but will it be covered in either of these sessions? JW advised that (though separate to 
GBGW) there will be strong focus on biodiversity at the Grow Green Together conference on 
12 September. Consideration to be given to how this might be built in to GBGW. 
 
AOB 

• DG advised that Transition Town Northampton and the Umbrella Fair are jointly organising a 
gathering for local environmental and climate groups next Wednesday 24 August.  All CA-WN 
members welcome. Alternatives now - getting our act together to respond to the climate 
crisis. | Facebook 

• HM showed attendees CA-WN’s new publication, Claim Back Your Space: Working with Nature, 
which gives simple guidance on ‘rewilding’ projects.  This was written by very knowledgeable 
retired ecologist Brian Webster and beautifully illustrated by our own Clare Robertson-
Marriott. The booklet is available virtually here CLAIM-BACK-YOUR-SPACE, or JW and HM can 
provide paper copies free to CA-WN members. For other orders there will be a cost of £5 for 
10 copies (minimum order).   

 


