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Climate Action West Northamptonshire (CA-WN) 
Monthly Meeting 17 March 2022 

Meeting notes 
 
Apologies: Briony Askew, Harlene Griffiths, Hilary Hunt, Maria Lee, Roger Griffiths, Sharon 
Henley. 
 
Present: Alexina Cassidy (AC), Alix Harrower-Dees (AHD), Christine Ware (CW), Clare 
Robertson-Marriott (CRM), Clare Slater, Damon Fox (DF), David Garlick (DG), David Garrett 
(DGa), David Wragg (DAW), Harry Mellor (HM), Jane Wood (JW), Jonathan Harris (JH), Ken 
Ritchie (KR), Leonie Beale, Louisa Fowler (LF), Naree Lee, Patsy Hollingum, Paul Tucker (PT), 
Richard Hollingum (RH), Rupert Knowles (RK), Shirley Waterhouse (SW), Tom Low (TL). 
 
NOTES (links mentioned or shared at the meeting are listed at the end) 
WNC engagement 

• KR and JW attended full council meeting on 24/02 to give statements.  This was the 
budget meeting so not able to submit written questions in advance. Questions were 
instead asked within the statements and followed up by email. 

• JH, HM and JW have attended a call with Rebecca Peck and Martin Wilson from WNC 
for an overview of the new sustainability strategy.  This is going to be formally 
launched at an event on 28 March. 

• HM will be attending the Place Overview and Scrutiny committee on 29 March to give 
a statement on future building standards 

• JW reminded everyone to log on to the WNC Thrive website to take part in the Big 
Conversation.  

  
Previously identified priorities 
A number of actions for CA-WN to focus on this year were identified as part of the 
Futurecasting exercise at the January meeting and those listed below were selected as 
priorities: 

• Alternative vision – exercise to document how we see the future of West 
Northamptonshire, to compare and contrast with what WNC is aiming to deliver.  
Progress slow, to a degree has taken a back seat to responding to the Big 
Conversation. 

• Public awareness – the objective of our public awareness strategy is to prompt 
people to ‘Stop, Think, Act’ i.e. take some time to consider the issue of climate 
change and the seriousness of the situation in order to then commit to taking action. 
Public awareness initiatives include: 

o Participating in/supporting more face-to-face events.  RK gave a report and 
showed some photographs from the HOP22 Climate Exhibition on 5th March, 
which was very successful and is already prompting other parishes to consider 
hosting their own events.  RK is happy to share details of the organisations 
that attended HOP22. 

o Carbon Literacy. CW has taken a Carbon Literacy course at Manchester 
University, which has given her access to their training materials and qualified 
her to provide CL training to others.  She is intending to run a course – it is 
approx. 10 hours in total, need to confirm that it is ok for this to run over 5 
weeks rather than all in one week. Anyone interested please get in touch – a 
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number of people at the meeting asked to be included (LF, SW, AC, TL, CRM, 
DG, DGa), though most would need it to be split across several weeks 

o Newsletter – RH has offered to be first editor of a CA-WN newsletter.  This will 
be published bi-monthly, with the first edition planned for late April.  For this 
to be successful it is essential that people commit to writing interesting and 
original content – contributions were invited. 

o DF told the group about the work he is doing at Northampton Town FC 
Community Trust. This is part of a nationwide project called Planet Super 
League which 60+ football clubs are involved in. DF currently working with 46 
local schools (also open to youth groups) who each create a ‘team’ which 
competes to score ‘climate goals’ by doing and logging a wide range of 
actions (e.g. having meat-free meals, walking to school/work, turning off 
lights).  Northamptonshire schools have been very successful, with 4 in the top 
10 schools countrywide for the most recent competition. To date the national 
scheme has preserved the equivalent of 1000 football pitches of Bolivian 
rainforest. DF asked the group to tell schools and groups about Planet Super 
League. 

• Climate Connections – the first meeting was held last week and was attended by 
representatives from 10 local climate/environmental groups – if anyone knows of 
others that might like to join please let JW know. 

  
Climate Justice  
BA and JW attended a lunchtime talk by Friends of the Earth about a partnership between 
Leicester FoE and Leicester Race Equality Centre, who have jointly organised a multi-faith 
climate themed event and are working to provide more green spaces for urban communities.  
This prompted us to think more about how we can engage with different audiences, and that 
in order to do this effectively we need to be willing to change how we do things.  First steps 
are being taken by contacting the Northampton Race Equality Centre; Richard from FoE has 
offered to help with outreach if needed. 

 
Fuel poverty 
A quote from the End Fuel Poverty Coalition: “the number of households in fuel poverty 
across the UK will increase to 6.3-6.5 million households in total in April, an increase of more 
than 50% in just over six months”. 
Given that energy efficiency will both cut emissions and reduce fuel bills, this is an area CA-
WN should get involved in.  There was a discussion about the barriers for householders, 
including difficulty of retrofitting older buildings; tenants reliant on landlords taking action; 
lack of readily available reliable information; affordability for those already in fuel poverty.  
CA-WN could put together a directory of information sources and create advice sheets. 
PT works for Northamptonshire Partnership Homes and is involved in the programme to 
decarbonise social housing.  He has been asked for advice by private homeowners, isn’t 
resourced to help them himself but is willing to contribute to a CA-WN project.  A new Green 
Homes Grant local authority delivery scheme is due to be launched shortly. 
It was agreed to set up a Fuel Poverty Working Group, HM, AHD, PT, CRM and DG 
volunteered to form the group. 
 
AOB 

• RK has attended a conference on advances in soil biology, which was very 
informative.  

• New items added to the Bookshop reading list 
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• Volunteers requested for upcoming events: 
o Better Crick 2nd April 
o Naseby Make Do and Mend 30th April/1st May 
o Towcester Jubilee event 

 
Date of next meeting  
Thursday 28 April.  Note – this is not the usual 3rd Thursday of each month, because 21 April 
clashes with WNC full council meeting.   
 
LINKS 

• WNC Big Conversation https://thrive.westnorthants.gov.uk/en/login 
• To contact DF and more information about the Northampton Town FC community 

programme:  
damon.fox@ntfc.co.uk  
https://www.ntfccommunity.co.uk/  
https://planetsuperleague.com/  

• Recording of the Friends of the Earth talk 
https://vimeo.com/688057541/2591dcad46  

• Green Homes Grant https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/green-homes-
grant-local-authority-delivery-scheme-phase-2-funding-allocated-to-local-energy-
hubs  

• Soil biology https://web.cvent.com/event/6687d082-aa82-4d30-a603-
aa0fa6aa2d01/summary    
https://www.soilfoodweb.com/  

• Reading list https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/WeAreCAWN  
 


