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Climate Action West Northamptonshire (CA-WN) 
Monthly Meeting 26 May 2022 

Meeting notes 
 
Apologies: Christine Ware, Jane Wood, Jonathan Harris, Shirley Waterhouse 
 
Present: Alan Mawer, Alexina Cassidy, Betty Ritchie, Clare Robertson-Marriott, Clare 
Slater, David Garlick, David Wragg, Elenud Lewis-Nichol, Harry Mellor, Ken Ritchie, 
Orianne Neyroud, Peter Nalder, Richard Hollingum, Rupert Knowles, Tom Low.  
 
Update on WNC activities  

o May Council meeting was effectively the AGM, so main business was agreeing 
the cabinet and committee appointments and the meeting calendar for the 
next 12 months. 

o Several CA-WN members have confirmed that they responded to the Housing 
Strategy consultation, wrote to their councillors about the Air Quality motion, 
or both.  It’s always good to know if we are having an impact with these 
initiatives, so please continue to let us know if you acted on either of these or 
future consultations 
 

o The WNC Cross Party Sustainability Group met properly for the first time at 
the beginning of May and produced a work plan covering a whole range of 
themes that is still being finalised – delayed by the need to recruit the two 
sustainability officers. As plans develop there will be stakeholder engagement. 
WNC is applying for one of twenty places on the UK100 Leadership 

Academy next Autumn; if a place is secured a councillor member of the 
cross-party group will attend.  

WNC’s sustainability initiative will sit under the Assistant CEO.  

The group meets again on the 9th of June. 
Richard posted the names of members of the Sustainability Group: 3 
Conservative councillors (Jonathan Nunn, Leader of the Council; Fiona Cole; 
Colin Morgan), 2 Labour (Emma Roberts; Janice Duffy), 2 Lib Dem (Rosie 
Humphreys; Jonathan Harris). 
 

o Alexina and Jane had joined a Friends of the Earth East Midland regional 
meeting about building relationships with local councillors. Alexina offered to 
draft a spreadsheet of councillor names. Members could then identify those 
they personally knew and could engage with on a one-to-one basis. Jane and 
Clare S have already met Bugbrooke Councillor Adam Brown (on 8 May) who 
had seen CA-WN Exchange; a frank discussion was had and ideas for 
sustainability projects that the council could implement were provided to Mr 
Brown. 
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CA-WN Initiatives 

o Grants and projects 
Harry outlined an application being made to the ‘corporate giving’ arm of a car 
enthusiasts membership organisation for funding for CA-WN’s Fuel Poverty 
Group project- for equipment hire and for printing costs. This lead to a lengthy 
discussion about that project (below) 
Clare summarised the suggestions received for projects that would need 
external funding for:  

promoting CA-WN, developing green transport strategy proposals, assessing 
brownfield sites, collaboration with other organisations, building lobbying 
expertise, developing an advisory manual, building a website, creating 
climate havens in urban areas, promoting traffic-free school street, CA-WN 
merchandise, training 
 

o Fuel Poverty Group update 
Harry described the house condition survey project being developed that 
would serve as a pilot project for community involvement in categorising 
neighbourhood homes in terms of age and construction type for cross-
referencing to relevant energy saving measures. The records suggest that just 
2% of West Northamptonshire homes have been given an Energy Performance 
Certificate (and of those 59% are in Band D or below) so the project is as much 
about understanding the scale of need for energy-saving home improvement 
across West Northamptonshire as of learning how households might be 
classified with respect to their energy performance.  
 
Rupert said his parish might be interested in collaborating. 
 
Tom referred us to the energy company obligation (ECO3) scheme that 
provides grants to eligible groups to pay for things like new heating systems, 
loft or cavity wall insulation and other measures designed primarily to increase 
energy efficiency and reduce fuel poverty. Tom also reminded us of his work 
on analysing greenhouse gas emissions in our region – homes account for 
around 21% of all emissions. 
 
Ken pointed out that there wasn’t necessarily a relationship between 
emissions and home heating.  
 
Peter counselled caution on surveys that sampled - they must be statistically 
representative.  
 

o Food distribution talk 
o Rupert will be giving a talk on Food distribution, provisionally titled 

‘Farm to Fork – is there a better way?’ on Wednesday 13 July.   
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o Climate Cafés 
Clare R-M reported on the Northampton Town Sustainability Forum events 
held in April and May in the Grosvenor Centre, to be followed by another in 
June. While attendance was not high, these events will have so far raised 
awareness that they take place and hopefully encourage greater attendance in 
the future. 
 
Clare S reported that CA-WN’s monthly online Climate Cafés are continuing, 
with similarly modest attendance so far. 
  

o Newsletter 
Richard and Clare reported that the second edition of CA-WN Exchange was 
about to be issued. 

 
Upcoming events Volunteers are invited to support CA-WN at these events: 
 

o 1 June 10.00 – 2.00pm Delapré Abbey Northampton NN4 8AW 
Community Environment Day - Northamptonshire Partnership Homes 
 

o 11 June 11.00 – 3.00pm Northampton Grosvenor Centre  

Climate Café - Northampton Town Sustainability Forum  
  

o 14 June 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm Quaker Meeting House Northampton NN1 3AS 
Responding to the Climate Crisis - Talk by Just Stop Oil 

 
o 13 July 8:00 pm – ONLINE please email secretary@ca-wn.org for details 

Farm to Fork: is there a better way? with Rupert Knowles and Lana Mo  

 
Date of next meeting  
Thursday 21 July – because there are a number of other events during June 
this is not the usual meeting on the third Thursday month.  


